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AGENDA 
 

Morning EU Regions for Water Resilience: Official launch 

08.00-10.00 

Delegation of the Emilia-Romagna Region to the EU - Rue Montoyer 21, Brussels 

8.00 Welcome coffee – 7th floor 

8.30-9.30 Political breakfast meeting among Presidents and political representatives of the 
partner regions of the Alliance - Conference room (7th floor) 

8.30   Opening remarks by President DE PASCALE 

8.40   Roundtable: Remarks by Presidents and political Representatives of partner 
regions (max. 3 minutes each) 

9.35 - 9.45 Official launch of the Alliance at the presence of the press – Stube (7th floor) 

• Family photo holding the Joint Declaration   

• Meeting with the press, with Pres. DE PASCALE sharing a joint statement, on 
behalf of the Alliance and together with partner regions (standing together) 

9.45 - 10.00 National press points – Stube (7th floor) 

• Each regional representative meets the press by a national stand that will be 

arranged on purpose. 

Afternoon Presentation of the Alliance to the European institutions 

13.00-20.00 

European Parliament, Rue Wiertz 60 

13.00 – 13.15 Photo Opportunity with the President of the European Parliament, Roberta METSOLA, 

together with Presidents only of the partner regions of the Alliance 

14.30 Beginning of the Plenary Session of the European Committee of the Regions 

16.10 Meeting with Executive Vice President Raffaele FITTO 

18:30 Plenary Session of the CoR – EP hemicycle 

Presentation of the opinion by President Kata TÜTTŐ and Vice-President Juanma 

MORENO - Intervention by Commissioner for Environment and Water Resilience Jessika 

ROSWALL 

• Debate and vote on the opinion 

19.30 Press Point with President Kata TÜTTŐ, Vice-President Juanma MORENO and President 

Michele DE PASCALE (upon invitation from the CoR) 

19.45 Photo opportunity with President Kata TÜTTŐ  
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BIOGRAPHIES 
OF THE REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES SPEAKING 

AT THE BREAKFAST MEETING 

 

Ramiro ANGULO, Andalusia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Francisca RAMIS PONS, Balearic Islands 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAMIRO ANGULO – SECRETARY GENERAL FOR WATER AT 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES, WATER 

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, REGIONAL GOVERNMENT OF 

ANDALUSIA 

Ramiro Angulo currently serves as Secretary general for water at 

the Department of agriculture, fisheries, water and rural 

development, Regional Government of Andalusia. An agricultural 

engineer with over more than 25 years of experience in the water 

sector, he worked as a manager for the wastewater collection and 

treatment system serving the municipalities of Cádiz and San 

Fernando. As a board member, he led work on managing the 

integrated water cycle in mainland Spain and the Canary Islands. 

He also served as Secretary‑General and member of the Executive 

Board of the Spanish Association for Water Supply and Sanitation 

(AEAS), as well as First Vice President of the Andalusian 

Association for Water Supply and Sanitation (ASA). In his current 

role, he oversees water sector planning and regulation, promoting 

sustainability, research, and cooperation. 

FRANCISCA RAMIS PONS – DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR 

INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONS AND RELATIONS WITH 

PARLIAMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BALEARIC 

ISLANDS 

Francisca Ramis Pons is the Director General for Institutional 

Relations and Relations with Parliament of the Government of the 

Balearic Islands. She holds degrees in Labour Relations and 

Human Resources and has extensive experience in institutional 

coordination and public administration. A senior career civil servant 

of the Balearic Islands Government since 1987, she has held 

several high-level management positions, including Director of the 

Inca and Port d’Alcúdia offices and Director of the Balearic 

Employment Service (SOIB) between 2011 and 2015.  She is also 

a Member of the European Committee of the Regions (CoR). 
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Peter KAISER, Carinthia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agustí Fernandez DE LOSADA, Generalitat de Cataluya 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PETER KAISER – GOVERNOR, PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 

OF CARINTHIA 

Peter Kaiser has been the Governor of the Austrian federal state of 

Carinthia and Member of the European Committee of the Regions 

(CoR) since 2013. An active proponent of European integration and 

interregional EU cooperation, he acted twice as Rapporteur within 

the CoR and politically represented Carinthia in various European 

regional alliances and initiatives to promote common interests 

ranging from cohesion policy to semiconductor production. He is 

also President of the EGTC Euregio Senza Confini, which brings 

together Carinthia, the Region of Veneto and the Autonomous 

Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia. It aims to promote their cross-

border, transnational and interregional cooperation, particularly in 

the realm of civil protection, territorial development, transport, 

infrastructure and logistics, work, vocational training, trade and 

tourism. 

AGUSTÍ FERNANDEZ DE LOSADA - SECRETARY FOR 

EUROPEAN, MULTILATERAL AND DEVELOPMENT 

COOPERATION AFFAIRS, GOVERNMENT OF CATALONIA 

Agustí Fernández de Losada Passols is Secretary for European 

and Multilateral Affairs and Development Cooperation at the 

Government of Catalonia. He is a founding partner at Phare, 

Territorios Globales, and teaches International Relations at 

Blanquerna–Universitat Ramon Llull and at IBEI. A specialist in 

urban governance, city diplomacy and international cooperation, he 

previously served as Senior Research Fellow and Director of the 

Global Cities Programme at CIDOB. During his more than 25 years 

of professional career, he has worked for different international 

organizations, national and local governments and other public and 

private institutions. He has been Director of Studies at Tornos 

Abogados (2013-2019), Director of the Barcelona Centre for 

Territorial Studies (2012-2013), Director of International Relations 

at Diputació de Barcelona (2000 - 2012), General Coordinator of 

the Office of Orientation and Coordination of the EU URBAL 

Programme (2008-2012) and the Observatory of Decentralised 

Cooperation EU-LAC (2005-2012). He holds a BA in Law, an MA in 

European Studies from the UAB, and a degree in Public 

Management from ESADE. He is author of numerous books, 

reports, and articles. 
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Christodoulos TOPSIDIS, Region of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michele DE PASCALE, Emilia-Romagna Region 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael RUHL, Hessen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTODOULOS TOPSIDIS – PRESIDENT OF THE REGION 

OF EASTERN MACEDONIA AND THRACE 

Christodoulos Topsidis was elected Governor of the Region of 

Eastern Macedonia and Thrace in 2023, assuming office on 

January 1, 2024. Since March 2024, he has been serving as 

President of the Energy, Environment, and Climate Change 

Committee of the Union of Greek Regions. He has been president 

of the Chamber of Evros since 2011 and was the chairman of the 

Regional Council of Chambers of Commerce of Eastern Macedonia 

and Thrace. He holds a degree in Public Administration and an 

MBA in Business Administration. 

MICHELE DE PASCALE – PRESIDENT OF THE EMILIA-

ROMAGNA REGION 

Michele de Pascale has been President of the Emilia-Romagna 

Region since November 2024. He began his political career in 2004 

as a municipal Councillor in Cervia, where he chaired the Urban 

Planning Committee. In 2011, he was appointed Councillor with 

responsibility for General and Legal Affairs, European Policies, 

Tourism, and Territorial Marketing. In 2016, he was elected Mayor 

of Ravenna and President of the Province, positions to which he 

was re-elected in 2021. During his mandates, he directly oversaw 

key strategic portfolios including healthcare, the NRRP, major 

infrastructure projects, and strategic planning. 

From 2019 to 2024, he served as President of the Union of Italian 

Provinces (UPI) and as a member of the Board of Directors of 

Cassa Depositi e Prestiti S.p.A. 

MICHAEL RUHL – STATE SECRETARY AT THE MINISTRY OF 

AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT, VITICULTURE, 

FORESTRY, HUNTING AND IDENTITY, HESSEN 

Michael Ruhl has been State Secretary at the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Environment, Viticulture, Forestry, Hunting and Identity of the 

State of Hesse since 2024. Previously, from 2019 to 2024, he was 

a member of the Hesse State Parliament, where he served as 

parliamentary spokesperson for forestry, nature conservation and 

environmental policy. Before entering active politics, he worked as 

a policy expert in the central banking supervision department of the 

Deutsche Bundesbank from 2010 to 2018, dealing with strategic 

supervisory issues. Ruhl studied management engineering at TU 

Darmstadt between 2004 and 2010. 
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Fernando LÓPEZ MIRAS, Region of Murcia  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire FITA, Occitanie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FERNANDO LÓPEZ MIRAS – PRESIDENT OF THE REGION OF 

MURCIA 

Fernando López Miras is the President of the Region of Murcia. A 

practicing lawyer with expertise in legal and business relations, he 

also brings professional experience from the private financial 

sector. Since 2008, he has held several positions within the regional 

administration, particularly in economic and budgetary 

management. Elected to the Regional Assembly in 2011 and again 

in 2015 as part of the Popular Parliamentary Group, he has been 

President of the Region of Murcia since 2017. He currently serves 

as General Coordinator of the Popular Party (PP) in the Region of 

Murcia and is a member of the PP National Executive Committee. 

At the European level, he is a member of the Committee of the 

Regions, Second Vice-Chair of the CoR NAT Commission, and 

Chair of the CoR Working Group on Defence. 

CLAIRE FITA - MEP AND REGIONAL COUNCILLOR, OCCITANIE 

Claire Fita is a French Member of the European Parliament and a 

member of the Occitanie Regional Council. Elected to the 

European Parliament in 2024, she sits on the Agriculture and 

Economic Affairs Committees as part of the S&D Group. 

Her areas of focus relating to agricultural policy include advocating 

for a robust CAP budget post-2027 that addresses current 

challenges, acknowledging the unique features of Mediterranean 

agriculture, and water management. 
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Jan ZÁMEČNÍK, South Moravian Region  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manuela KHOM, Styria  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAN ZÁMEČNÍK - DEPUTY GOVERNOR OF THE SOUTH 

MORAVIAN REGION 

Jan Zámečník is responsible for coordinating tasks in the areas of 

strategic development and Smart Region strategy. Born in 1985 in 

Brno, he holds a Master’s degree in Corporate Economics and 

Management from Brno University of Technology. He has been 

active in local and regional politics for KDU-ČSL (EPP) since 2010, 

serving as a member of the Brno-Bystrc district council and, since 

2016, as a member of the South Moravian Regional Assembly, 

where he was re-elected in 2020 and 2024. He also holds several 

advisory and oversight roles at regional level and serves as Chair 

of the Supervisory Board of the Brno Water and Sewerage 

Company. Since 2025, he has been a member of the European 

Committee of the Regions, where he seeks to present the South 

Moravian Region as a leader in innovation while also advocating 

for European support to address the region’s severe water scarcity 

challenges. 

 MANUELA KHOM - DEPUTY GOVERNOR OF STYRIA 

Manuela Khom is an Austrian politician from the Austrian People's 

Party (ÖVP). She was born in 1963 in Eisenstadt, Austria. Her 

political career began in 1995, and until 2014 she worked in the 

municipality of Laßnitz near Murau. From 2010 to January 2025, 

she served as a member of the Styrian Landtag, and from 

December 2019 to December 2024 she was President of the 

Landtag. Since December 2024, she has been the regional party 

chair of the Styrian Volkspartei and Deputy Governor in the 

Kunasek regional government, with responsibilities for 

municipalities, regions, Europe, and international affairs. Within the 

EPP, Khom takes part in the work of the Committee of the Regions 

in the ECON (Economic Policy) and SEDEC (Social Policy, 

Education, Employment, Research and Culture) Commissions. 
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Max HIEGELSBERGER, Upper Autria 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miguel BARRACHINA, Comunitat Valenciana 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIGUEL BARRACHINA - REGIONAL MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, COMUNITAT VALENCIANA 

Miguel Barrachina has been serving as Minister of agriculture, 

water, livestock and fisheries of the Valencian Community since 

2024. He was Director‑General for the Social Economy and the 

European Social Fund at the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 

during the final Aznar government, and later became a Member of 

the Spanish Congress, acting as spokesperson for Public Works 

during President Rajoy’s term. In Les Corts, he also acted as 

Deputy Síndic and spokesperson for Agriculture. 

He holds a degree in Economics and Business Studies from the 

University of Valencia, specialising in Public Sector Economics, and 

began his career as an Interventor‑Treasurer in local government. 

MAX HIEGELSBERGER – PRESIDENT OF THE STATE 

PARLIAMENT OF UPPER AUSTRIA 

Max Hiegelsberger has been serving as President of the State 

Parliament of Upper Austria since 2021. His professional 

background is rooted in agriculture, having trained as both an 

agricultural and forestry worker before taking over his family farm 

in 1989. He later qualified as a Master in Agriculture and became a 

certified bio‑energy consultant. 

His public career began in local politics, progressing from youth 

party leadership to the municipal council and then to Mayor of 

Meggenhofen, a role he held for nearly a decade. He subsequently 

served in the Upper Austrian State Parliament and State 

Government, and for more than ten years chaired the Upper 

Austrian Farmers’ Federation. 
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Marek WOŹNIAK, Wielkopolska 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAREK WOŹNIAK – PRESIDENT OF WIELKOPOLSKA 

Marek Woźniak graduated from the Faculty of History and 

completed postgraduate studies in Local Government. In 2005 he 

became the President of the Wielkopolska Region and he has 

continuously held this position for six terms. He also serves as the 

Vice-President of the Association of Polish Regions. Member of the 

European Committee of the Regions since 2006 and Head of the 

Polish Delegation since 2008. He currently holds the position of a 

Vice-President of the CoR and a member of its Bureau. Member of 

CIVEX and COTER Commissions - he served as Vice-Chair of the 

latter in 2010-2012 and its Chair in 2012–2014 and as Vice-

President of the European People’s Party (EPP) in the CoR from 

2010 to 2020. He is currently a member of the Group’s Bureau. 
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PARTNER REGIONS – LOGOS 
ANDALUSIA  BALEARIC ISLANDS BASQUE COUNTRY 

    

  

CARINTHIA  
GENERALITAT DE 

CATALUNYA  
REGION OF EASTERN 

MACEDONIA AND THRACE  

    

 

 

EMILIA-ROMAGNA  FLANDERS HESSEN  

  

  

  

LOWER AUSTRIA  REGION OF MURCIA 
RÉGION NOUVELLE-

AQUITAINE  

  
  

  

OCCITANIE  SOUTH MORAVIAN REGION  STYRIA  

  

  

  

UPPER AUSTRIA  COMUNITAT VALENCIANA WIELKOPOLSKA  
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PARTNER REGIONS – IN A NUTSHELL 
 

MS REGION SURFACE (KM²) 
POPULATION 

(2024) 

GDP and GDP 
PER CAPITA 

(2023) 
PRESIDENT 

ES 

Andalusia 

  

87.599 8.601.000 
€198 B 

€23.216/capita 
JUANMA MORENO 

ES 

Balearic Islands 

 

5.040 1.231.768 
€42 B  

€34.381/capita 
MARGA PROHENS 

ES 

Basque Country 

 

7.230 2.207.900 
€91.6 B 

€42.313/capita 
IMANOL PRADALES 

AT 

Carinthia 

 

9.536 568.000 
€26 B 

€44-46.000/capita 
PETER KAISER 

ES 

Generalitat de 
Catalunya 

  

32.113 8.005.000 
€292 B 

€36.500/capita 
SALVADOR ILLA 
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GR 

Region of Eastern 
Macedonia and Thrace 

  

14.158 607.000 
€9.5 B 

€17-18.000/capita 
CHRISTODOULOS 

TOPSIDIS 

IT 

Emilia-Romagna 

 

22.509,67 4.461.998 
€192,7 B 

€43.246/capita 
MICHELE DE 

PASCALE 

BE 

 
Flanders  

13.522 6.829.000 
€327 B 

€47-49.000/capita 
MATTHIAS 

DIEPENDAELE 

DE 

 
Hessen 

  

21.100 6.392.000 
€348 B 

€54.806/capita 
BORIS RHEIN 

AT 

Lower Austria 

  

19.216 1.724.000 
€78 B 

43.700/capita 
JOHANNA MIKL-

LEITNER 
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ES 

Region of Murcia 

  

11.313,9 1.554.000 
€39 B 

€25.887/capita 
FERNANDO LÓPEZ 

MIRAS 

FR 

Région Nouvelle-
Aquitaine  

84.036 6.153.166 
€214 B 

€34.800/capita 
ALAIN ROUSSET 

FR 

Occitanie 

  

72.724 6.273.000 
€207 B 

€33.100/capita 
CAROLE DELGA 

CZ 

South Moravian Region 

  

7.188 
1.222.000 

abitanti 
€33 B 

€26.745/capita 
JAN GROLICH 

AT 

Styria 

  

16 399,7 1.277.000 
€62 B 

48.300/capita 
MARIO KUNASEK 
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AT 

Upper Austria 

 

11.982 1.530.000 
€81,29 B  

 
€47.200/capita 

THOMAS STELZER 

ES 

Comunitat Valenciana  

23.265 5.410.000 
€139 B 

€26.453/capita 
JUANFRAN PEREZ 

LLORCA 

PL 

Wielkopolska 

  

29.826 3.504.000 
€73,88 B 

€24.303/capita 
(2022) 

MAREK WOŹNIAK 
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